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REMARKS 

Please reconsider the application in view of the following remarks. Applicant 
thanks the Examiner for carefully considering this application. 

Disposition of Claims 

Claim 1 is pending in this application. 
Rejection under 35 ILS.C. § 102 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 3,817,419, issued to Moller, et al ("Moller"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Independent claim 1 recites an airtight container that includes a body with an 
opened upper surface, a lid for covering the opened upper surface of the body, and a locking 
portion that has at least two locking flanges integrally pivotally coupled to the periphery of said 
lid through a thin hinge formed at a connecting portion, the locking flanges have a hooking 
protrusion with a hooked end on a lower surface thereof, and hooking ribs formed on an upper 
portion of the outer wall of the body, wherein the rib is provided with an accommodation groove 
for engaging and accommodating the hooked end of the hooking protrusion of the locking flange 
on the lower surface thereof. The hooking protrusion is formed in the middle of a lower portion 
of the locking flange so as to correspond to the accommodation groove. 

Moller discloses a closure that includes an end panel and a depending peripheral 
skirt. A latch mechanism is carried by the skirt and includes a pair of spaced supporting straps 
of flexible material joined by a bridging member. A latching hook is disposed between the 
supporting straps and has a latching nose, whereby the latching nose engages a container 
latching surface. Moller, however, fails to teach or disclose a locking portion having flanges 
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integrally pivotally coupled to the periphery of the lid through a thin hinge formed at a 
connection portion, as required by claim 1 . Rather, Moller discloses a closure formed with a 
monolithic or rigid structure comprising a peripheral skirt (25) having a fixed shape, two straps 
(30, 31) and a handle (36). Upon latching the closure to the container, the peripheral skirt (25) 
remains fixed, while the two straps are bowed, not pivoted, to continually urge the latching nose 
to maintain the latching surfaces (15, 43) in intimate latched relationship (Col. 2, lines 61-65). 
Accordingly, Moller fails to teach or disclose flanges having a pivotal coupling through the use 
of a thin hinge. 

Further, Moller fails to teach or disclose an accommodation groove for engaging 
and accommodating the hooked end of the hooking protrusion of the locking flange, as required 
by independent claim 1 . Rather, Moller simply discloses a latching nose with a latching surface 
(43) in contact with a holding surface (15) on a peripheral skirt (14) of the container. Applicant 
respectfully notes that in order for a claim to be anticipated, "every element and limitation of the 
claimed invention must be found in a single prior art reference, arranged as in the claim." 
Brown v. 3M, 265 F.3d 1349, 1351 (Fed. Cir. 2001). Because Moller fails to disclose each and 
every limitation of claim 1 , Moller cannot anticipate claim 1 . 

The present invention advantageously allows for the locking flange (40) to be 
easily folded and stretched because of the thin hinge (44), thereby allowing for easy cleaning, 
loading, and storage of the container. In contrast, the fixed structure of Moller, provided by the 
peripheral skirt (25), makes cleaning, loading, and storage of the container more difficult. 

In view of the above, Moller fails to teach each limitation recited in claim 1 , as 
required to support a rejection under §102. Thus, claim 1 is patentable over Moller. 
Accordingly, withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant believes this reply is fully responsive to all outstanding issues and 
places this application in condition for allowance. If this belief is incorrect, or other issues arise, 
the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned or his associates at the telephone number 
listed below. Please apply any charges not covered, or any credits, to Deposit Account 50-0591 
(Reference Number 17081/003001). 



Dated: November 30, 2005 



Respectfully submitted, 




JMath^n P. 

RegistrationfNo. : 133 ,986 
OSHA • LIAKG^LP 
1221 McKinney St., Suite 2800 
Houston, Texas 77010 
(713) 228-8600 
(713) 228-8778 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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